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N BOB BERNS COLLECTION OF PRE-WAR & POST-WAR
Sale of this collection started in 2008 and will continue until sold.

4 GIGANTIC
COLLECTION: Lionel PRE-WAR POST-WAR & MARX
10X size of Berns collection. Tables & Auction & will continue until sold.
l 3rd COLLECTION: PRE-WAR in AUCTION & TABLES

March Open House & April Meets Busy

A very full trading hall greeted members and guests at the March 2009 Open House Meet

Comparison of Lionel #1719 and Ives #1708

Jerry Blaine with LN Apple Green Diner and a Wow! Display of Trains

Above: Unusual Lionel Standard Gauge Steam Engine 1770-E
Left: American Flyer Crane with rare red cab vs yellow color
Line Art Hudson courtesy Dave Otth

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2:00pm. The Meet ends at 4:00pm.
The registration brochure with more details will be an insert
in the July/August issue of The TTOS Bulletin. Brochures
will also be direct mailed to past attendees and will be posted
on the Cal-Stewart website: www.cal-stewart.org. We need
volunteers to help with Registration and Security. Call me
if you can help!

LARRY PEARSON
President
Southwestern Division
2008-2009
1108 West Palm Ave.,
Burbank, CA 91506
(818) 848-2653

THE STATE OF NATIONAL TTOS – PART FOUR

CAL-STEWART 2009
I am happy to report that the Pasadena Convention Center
has just completed a $150 million expansion and that CalStewart 2009 is scheduled to occupy the two new Exhibit Halls,
totaling over 53,000 square feet in floor space. This constitutes
a 14% growth in floor space over last year’s White and Brown
hall’s combined floor space of 45,810 square feet. The new
Exhibit Hall was built on the site of the old Exhibit Hall that
we occupied every year until 2007, when it was torn down to
build this new facility. The new Hall is at street level, with
unloading below street level using the same ramp that we used
in the past. Two large freight elevators will bring the sellers and
their merchandise up to the trading floor level. The unloading
area is much larger than before, and can accommodate seven
semi-truck trailers, compared with only two trailers in the old
facility. The new, much larger unloading area should eliminate
the long wait to unload and load that we experienced with the
old facility. We are negotiating to allow sellers and layout clubs
with large vans and trailers to leave them in the unloading area
over the weekend. The unloading area is all underground, so
inclement weather will not be an inconvenience. All this comes
with an increase of 37% in rent. We plan to keep registration and
table costs the same as for last year. We are trying to negotiate
a reduction in rent and we are working on fund raising projects.
Please support our annual Cal-Stewart Lifesaver® Souvenir
car fundraiser to help with this.
Cal-Stewart 2009 kicks off on Friday night November 20th
with the John King Memorial Welcoming Party at the Pasadena
Masonic Temple. This super successful party continues with
a complete buffet dinner featuring salad, Chicken Marsala,
Cajun Beef Tri-Tip, a choice of vegetables, dinner rolls, cake,
and coffee. This year, children are invited to attend with their
parents. The cost is only $15 per person for paid Cal-Stewart
registrants, or $30 per person (our actual cost per person) for
non-registrants paying at the door. This year we will have a
silent auction at the party as a fundraiser to help offset our
costs.
As in the past, the Trading Hall opens for Cal-Stewart
registrants only on Saturday November 21st at 9:00am. Saturday
daytime auction goes from 1:00 to 5:00pm. The Saturday Night
Premium Auction starts at 7:00pm. All auctions will be in the
trading hall. Sellers can request that their tables be located near
the auction. All layouts will be in the trading hall. The number
and size of the layouts will depend on space availability.
The 2009 Ralph Johnson Memorial Special Display will
feature Hudson Locomotives. We even plan to have a live
steam Hudson from the Los Angeles Live Steamers on display.
Call Hollis Cotton at 1-818-781-4910x13 (days) if you wish to
participate in the Special Display.
On Sunday, November 22nd, the Trading Hall opens to CalStewart Registrants at 9:00am. The public can buy tickets for
admission to the Trading Hall starting at 10:00am. The ticket
cost will be $15 per person or per “family” (husband, wife, &
kids). The Sunday Auction goes from 12:00noon to 3pm. The
Train Races start at 1:00pm. The Grand Raffle is scheduled for
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This is a continuation of a series dealing with TTOS National
issues that you will never find out about in the National
publications. I have held off on this series to allow National
President Brian Fields time to get his house in order, but my
patience has run out. Please be advised that the following
article is comprised solely of my own thoughts, opinions,
and experiences, and does not necessarily convey the beliefs
and thoughts of the Southwestern Division of TTOS and its
Members and Officers, or the Editor and Publisher of The
Southwestern Limited.
This article deals with the continuing complaints I get
regarding the timeliness of National Membership renewals and
processing new Memberships, plus other Membership issues.
The Southwestern Division (us) has 400 members and we renew
everyone on July 1st of every year. New members are processed
immediately and pay pro-rated dues during the course of the
year, and they also renew on July 1st. We do it this way because
we do not have a paid office worker to handle a continual flow
of renewals throughout the year, and processing 400 renewals
once a year is not overwhelming.
National TTOS used to have a part-time paid Office Manager
who worked a 36 hour week and answered the phone, processed
new members immediately, and renewals on a continuous basis
on each Member’s own individual anniversary date. The Office
Manager also handled Souvenir Car Sales, Annual Convention
Registrations, bookkeeping and other things as they came up.
Focusing only on Memberships, this works out to processing
about 17 Memberships per day, based on 4300 National
Members. The idea here is to have a smooth, continuous
workload without disruptive peaks, and to give quick service to
the Membership. Two years ago, the Office Manager position
was converted to a full-time salaried position called Executive
Director, and Randy Giroux was given the job. In addition to
the above duties (except bookkeeping), the Executive Director
also oversees the annual National Convention.
One of the first things that Randy did was to change all the
member’s (new and old) renewal date to the nearest quarter
(December 31st, March 31st, June 31st,and September 31st.).
He says on page 22 of the March/April TTOS Bulletin that
“it’s much easier handling the cards in this manner than on an
individual basis”. So now his workload went from 17 per day
to 1100 every three months! New Memberships still arrive on
a continuous basis, but are not processed until the next quarter.
I ask you, how is this easier for him or better for TTOS? The
process of moving all existing Members up to the nearest quarter
resulted in a “gift” of zero, one or two or almost three months
free membership dues (or some amount in between) (I got over
two months). This may sound like a minor thing, but, doing
some math, this maneuver cost TTOS National over $16,000
in lost dues income! So this is why you may have to wait up
to three months to get your check cashed and your membership
card. This is for both old and new members. To quote on
page 22: “Randy reiterated that the quarterly process has been
advertised in the Bulletin, but apparently it doesn’t register
with everyone.” TCA has 30,000 Members and processes its
Membership on a continuous basis. So now you all understand
why we have such bad service. But there is more.
Last year when we were preparing to do our Cal-Stewart
Brochure mailing, we requested an electronic copy of the TTOS
National mailing list, as we do every year. Randy decided that
he did not want to release the list to us, using the excuse of
continued on page 3

President’s Message (cont’d from page 2)

TTOS, please check all the boxes. Most renewing Members
don’t check anything, causing Randy to say “see, they don’t
want their information released”. The form has been designed
to get this result. The boxes should be used to say that you
do not want the information to be given out, not that you do
want the information to be given out. That way, if they forget or
don’t care to check boxes, the information will be shared. Our
Members tend to be untrustworthy of National’s intentions (with
good reason). Why is this not the case with TCA? Everybody’s
name, address, phone, e-mail, and what they like to collect is in
the annual TCA Directory. Same lawyers, same country, same
people. Where is the value for our dues money????

“privacy” and that National could get sued if they released this
information to us. Randy then paid hundreds of dollars to their
law firm to say, effectively, (in four pages) “don’t let them have
the membership list unless every National Member gives his/
her specific permission to give Southwestern their name and
address”. In the past, National always released their Membership
list to us and no one ever complained, much less sued. TCA
continues to release its Membership list to its Divisions. What
is the use of belonging to TTOS National if you don’t find out
about TTOS train events? The result was several weeks of hard
work and delay while we did our best to create a mailing list
using old data. The result was that many Members of TTOS
never got a registration brochure and hundreds of brochures got
returned due to out of date addresses. It is interesting to note
that Randy’s Division, the Southern Pacific Division, has been
given a current complete National Membership list. I have
seen it! What we are seeing here is a National “control” thing
directed solely at Southwestern.
TTOS has not published a Membership Directory since
1999. TCA publishes one every year, and their dues are only
$32 per year, a mere $2 more than TTOS. TCA doesn’t suffer
from “privacy paranoia”. Maybe that is why TCA has 30,000
Members and TTOS is struggling to stay above 4,000. I use the
TCA Directory to find TTOS Members addresses and phone
numbers, since many of us belong to both clubs.
When you get your TTOS NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL form, you will note that the form has become
highly complex and that there is an area near the bottom in
red titled: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! For the good of

Stay tuned for more.
Larry Pearson, President

Photo below by Phyllis Smith

SWD Meet Dates 2009

Formal entrance to the New Exhibit Halls of the Pasadena Convention Center at the Corner of Marengo and Green Street.

Sundays: May 3, June 7, July 12
Aug. 8 Picnic, Sept. 13, Oct. 4,
Cal-Stewart 2009 Nov. 20-22, Dec. 6
Members and Sellers 10 a.m. Public 11 a.m.
Arcadia Masonic Center
50 W. Duarte Road, Arcadia 91007
For SWD Information, call (818) 848-2653

Southwestern Limited is the official bi-monthly publication
of Southwestern Division, Toy Train Operating Society.
The editor and publisher do not assume any responsibility
for the contents or opinions of any article or advertising
herein, and all contents, opinions, representations or warranties made in such articles or such advertising are those
of the writer or advertiser and not the editor and publisher.

Welcome New & Renewed Members
For 08-09: Eugene Brogan, Greg Hahn, Bill E. Hill, Ed Largey, Justin Pinchot, Jon Sirugo, James P. Storney, Albert Vargas
and Carey Wilson. For 09-10: Robert Verre. Thank you and
Welcome Aboard!!!

Recuperating
Keep Jerry Price and John Stillman in your thoughts and
prayers as they recuperate from strokes.

In Memory
Lee Bishop #10624
Donald Goldberg #6348
Raymond Nelson #106 — Decorated Veteran of WWII
Our thoughts & prayers are with family and friends.

07-08–07-09

Wanted

American Flyer Trains • Dinkys
Corgi • Tootsietoy • Matchbox
Would buy one to whole collection

Robert Langton

Cell: 626-241-7686 • 626-799-3723
01/09-12/09
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07-08–07-09

March Open House Meet 2009 — Photos by Herbert Mayer

Tables loaded with trains and train related items

Thank you to the volunteers who help with the monthly meet
auctions.

L. David Nissen & Layout; R. Switching Layout; Below, SWD
Layout with David Mabee at Command Control.

Below: Marklin Telegraph Poles; crossing gate. R. The “Big Engine”
on the SWD layout.

Meet Dates 2009
Jan. 25
Feb. 22
Mar. 29
Apr. 26
May 24*
June 28
July 26
Aug. 23
Sept. 27
Oct. 25**
Nov. 15
Dec. 20*
All meets are on the
4th Sunday except
Mar., Nov., & Dec.
* Open House Meet
** Picnic in Perris
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Steamin’
to
Chicago

TTOS CHICAGO 2009 CONVENTION
When:
August 12 to 15, 2009
HOW ABOUT RIDING THE
TRAIN TO THE
Where:
Chicago Marriott O’Hare
CONVENTION!!
		
8535 W. Higgins Road
See Details on Page 7
this issue of the
		
Chicago, IL 60631
Southwestern Limited!!
		
(773) 693-4444
Rooms: $124 per night with up to four people per room
Tours:
1. Illinois State Railroad Museum
		
2. Chicago Science & Industry Museum
		   Shed Aquarium, Navy Pier, The Loop
		
3. Friday Home Layout Tour
Note:
All convention activities will take place at the
		
Marriott Hotel as well as all tour departures.
Registration Form is on TTOS Website &
with the March-April Bulletin.
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April Meet 2009 — Photos by Herbert Mayer

Upper left: Foreground Pre-War Collection; Back row Cindy & Ed
Largey’s huge collection of Pre-War, Post-War & Marx; Lower
left: Repairs are available at most meets; Upper right: The Berns
Collection at every meet until sold; Lower right: the monthly auction
in progress.

01/09-12/09

Contact Hollis Cotton, T.T.O.S. No.6 5356 for Your Construction Needs

RIDE A CLASSIC STREAMLINER* TO THE
TTOS CONVENTION . . . LA TO CHICAGO!
Full First Class Accommodations in a Private Train Car.
Departs LA 8/9/2009...enjoy the convention 8/12 thru 8/15
and return on 8/16/2009.
Pickups LA Union, Fullerton, Riverside and San Bernardino
Generous Baggage Allowance means you can
BRING MORE TRAINS!!
All Meals Included in Fare TBD
HURRY SPACE IS EXTREMELY LIMITED
Call: John Stillman 951/440-9656 for more details
*If overbooked, Amtrak Superliner

ALL ABOARD!!!

TRAIN COLLECTIONS
PURCHASED

COME VISIT

The Train Shack

Service — Buy — Sell — Trade
One of the Largest Selection of Model
trains in Southern California
MTH, LIONEL, WEAVER, K-LINE, THIRD RAIL
ATLAS, LGB, MARKLIN, KATO, ATHEARN
ROUNDHOUSE, WALTHERS, THOMAS THE TANK & BRIO

Having been a member of TTOS since 1970, many of
you know me and the reputation of the store I ran for
32 years, along with the high profile auctions I’ve held
since 1980. Should you decide to sell your collection
of trains and/or toys, please think of me. I will buy your
entire collection for cash and you will receive a fair
price for each and every piece. Or, if you prefer, I will
sell your collection for you in one of my special event
auctions, at a cost of only 10% to you.

Large Selection of
G, O, HO, N, & Z Scales
Paints, Tools, Books, Videos, Audios, Scenery
Collectibles, Old & New

Collections bought
Custom Layouts built

ALLEN DRUCKER, T.T.O.S. NO. 277

AUTHORIZED FACTORY SERVICE
for LGB, Lionel, MTH, & Marklin

1030 North Hollywood Way
Burbank, California 91505
(818) 842-3330
Outside (818), call (800) 572-9929
FAX (818) 842-4562
www.trainshack.com

ALLEN DRUCKER

P. O. Box 15005
Newport Beach, CA 92659
310-850-5676
Email: ALLIEDTRN@aol.com

01/09-12/09

01/09-12/09
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TOY TRAIN OPERATING SOCIETY
SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION #1
A Non-Profit Corporation
Larry Pearson, President
1108 West Palm Ave.
Burbank, CA 91506-2022
(818) 848-2653
www.cal-stewart.org
www.ttos-sw.org

TIME DATED MATERIALS

Hollis’ Huge Hoard of Historic Hudsons: For our new Cal-Stewart hall
opening Nov. 20-22, 2009 be prepared for a Magnificent Display of Hudson Locomotives for our Memorial Display. Twice the size of any previous
year, you can’t afford to miss this gigantic display to be the focus as we
enjoy our new 53,000 SF hall. Be prepared for Hudsons of all gauges
and types of motive power. Your Display Committee is Full Throttle to
create a once in a lifetime Hudson Event that’s packed with Hudsons
and History and confirms again that Cal-Stewart is a World Class
Train Meet. Top US collectors are beginning to commit to displaying
the very rare, the super rare one-of-a-kind, plus the full representation
of all classic Hudsons — even the Smithsonian Collection. Now that’s
a real Train Meet. So, book-keep that date 20-22 Nov. 2009, “Google”
Hudson Locomotives to get up–to-date internet jive and plan now for
the unexpected. Be on the lookout for news bites on this spectacular
event.
– Dave Otth

Top: Beautiful Lionel #217 caboose. Bottom: Martin Folb at his table.
Right: Our Monthly Meet Table Sales oftentimes feature unusual items
such as Martin Folb’s Floodlight Tower with the label on the original
box featuring the rare green variation.

FIRST CLASS

SAVE THE DATE Nov. 20-22, 2009

Cal-Stewart 2009

