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The Southwestern Limited is the official publicaticn of ‘he Scutawestern Division
~* the Toy Train Orerating Society (TTCS)e Contributions may be mace by mail-ne
artiolss, protograrhs, letters, and other relatad material to: Steve Marinkovieh,
ad:tor, 1814 Marina Drive, San Pedro, CA G0732 {(213)833-5735. Materials must be re-

sieved by the first dav of the month preceding sutlica®iome Oripinal materials will
be returned to the senrer gherever possible. Please encloss wet! - ostaje.

oM THT COVER An ad for the Kellorg's "Fun with trains® beook, cirea 1950, Trom Modal
Sailrcser Mapazine, subm'tted by Al Summerfield
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ON THE READY TRACK

Hello Againt This month we have sort of a ®Vie Gerendasy™ issuee Vie contributed a good
portion of the fine material for this issue, A hearty thank you teo you Viecll Thanks also to
Al Summerfield for his Lionel ads and to Al Bailey for his continued fine supnort. Well done
all of youll
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This month I was invited as a guest to attend the TCA Western Division Meot. I really
anjoved the evening I spent in Glendals at TCA because I hard achance to see some differant
trains BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY a different approach to the meet, The TZA srour nu' on a MShow
gnd Tell® eassisn that I found anite interesting. Tt's my oninion that our attitudes as
clubs should be one of fellowship and the [CA neople surely treated me well. I hope Thal we
too can continue to respect the different clubs and promote continued pood will.

EEEFE

At our regular monthly meet on March 1%, T was engaped in buying a boxcar when the
business meating bezan. Some members loudly voieced complaints about the manner in which
the meet was being run. It's this editer's opinion that the mest is neither the time nor the
place for these complaints. We had many new members and puests at this meel and certainly
this display did not pive them a favorible impression. I had a guest with me and T waz at a
loss to cover for this, We have a monthly Board of Directors meeting to iron out nur problams
and the membership is perfectly welcome to attendo The next Board meeting is on Wed., Avril 16,
Any member who would like to attend can call me for further in‘ormafion. This date is NOT in
this month's Calendar section but will be included in next month's. All too often the people
who complain the loudest do the least amount of work. Come %o the meating and GET INVOLVED.,

If vou don't like something, CHANG® IT. e,

National Membership Trive information is on vape 9, Bring in some new members in 3611
See you at the meetll

. Stuw



Toy Train Operating Society

Southwestern Division No. 1

JERRY BUTLER President

Fellow Members,

March is here, and almost gone! Nor-Cal Division
of TCA hosted a very successful spring Cal-Stewart meet on
March lst and 2nd. It was a sell out of tables which meant
that the tables were ladened with lots and lots of trains.
Yours truly didn't expect to buy anything at today's high
prices, but bought a four car early standard gauge set at
a bargain price. The wine and cheese party was a real feast
with lots of good things to eat and drink. Warren Heid,
Don Church and their committees really outdid themselves
again this year. The motto is "don't miss any Cal-Stewart
meets unless you just don't care anything about train coll-
ecting!”.

As a reminder please pay your dues when due--with
a check or a money order. Those of you who do not have a
checking account can pay cash at the door, of course, but
remember you may have to stand in line to be served like
the bank or postoffice, and this takes time away from your
own train collecting at the meet. It would be nice if you
didn't have to pay dues to an organization--but realistically
dues are a necessity to pay for our hall, insurance, and all
of the informative mailing which each member receives. So
please pay your dues promptly when you receive your notice.

I want to compliment our Board of Directors. All
of them wish to have everything fair and square for all
members. The fellows on the Board are the fairest, most
non-discriminating bunch of guys I've ever had the pleasure
to work with. Their vote in meetings has proven this. Your
Board of Directors can be identified by a BLACK AND WHITE
BOARD MEMBER'S TTOS BADGE. If one of them should request
you to comply with a club rule--please do so promptly. He
is volunteerlng his service to help the club in such matters
and it is to your best interest to cooperate.

I wish to thank all of you in advance for your
cooperation.
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TTOS Canadian Division
Special Pre-Convention Meet

DATE: July 27, 1986 which is thes Sungay prior tc the Portland Convention

LOCATION: Delta Airpoct Inn Rescrt, 10257 35t, Edwards Drive, Richmond,
British Columbia, Canada UEX ZM3. Phone (604) 278-9611.

MEET DETAILS: Hospitality Party in the Hospitality Suite at 6 P.M. on July
26th. Sellers may set up their tables Sunday morning at 9 A.M, and
the trading hall is open for trading from 10 A.M. until 4 P.M. ALl
tables are FREE far thase reserving in advance by notifying Mark Horne.
Admission is 33.00 in U,S5. funds or $4 in Canadian funds,

TOY TRAINS are considered as personal possessions if only & few. Bringing a

carload is a different story. It means declaring them with custams
which involves considerable papsruork and may prove cestly.

LEAVING CANADA with trains poses no problems if the trains were made in the
U.S.A. That is a matter for U.S. Customs.

OTHER ACTIVITIES you could plan in and arocund our meet would be visits to
Victoria, Vancouver Island or the British Columbia Intericr. Combine
TTOS activities with your holiday or summer vacation, Include tours

of layouts and dlspiayb in Washington State provided by Al Cox, Bob and
Margaret MecCoy and Mike Kolosssus on your way to Portland,

PORTLAND is a six hour drive from Vancouver so plan accordingly. Do not
confuse Vancouver, Washington (near Portland) with Vancouver, 8.C.

- o

WRITE OR CALL us now for more information or to let us know you plan to come

and if you need a FREE table. Mark Horne (604) 732-5974 and/or Larry
Setterfield (604) 438-3547. Addresses in our TTOS Directory,
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This issue contains lots of information regarding recruitment of new members,

National is offering a duss discount as incentive, See pares 9, 16, and 20 for
the details,

The SA Limited still needs toy train related material, I would love to do a story
on YOUR layout or collection, If vou alresady have cthotos or negs, I can interview
you and write the storye If vou have “paper" i.e, catalogues, ads, etc, thsse too
can be duplicated and reproduced in the SW Limited, let me Know and we'll do it
your waye

Check out the articles in this issue
with regard to our National Convention,
Registration forms will soon bs available
so pay attentions

Don't forgeteThe All Day Meet will beMay 10,
not in April. Check the CALENDAR section
for all the details,

The next Board of Diractors meeting will
be April 16, 7p.m. at 10850 Riverside Dr.
in N.Hollywood, Call me for details, ™

’///,——” The deadlins for ordering your Standard
.~ Gauge convention ears is May 1.See page 9
of the April Order Board for all the details

Speaking of the Order Board, you can place

a FREE AD by filling out the blank on pagel9
and mailing it to Al Bailey., Address is on
the blank., MATL NOW!

The LGB Model Railroad Club will hold it's
Naticnal Convention Auge 4,5,6,&87 at the El
Rancho Tropicana Resor: Hotel in Santa Rosas
For detalls write: Roberi Care, 9725 012
Creek Road, Ventura, CA 93001, This Conven-
tion can be attended while traveling south
on the way home from TTOS National in

Por hlando
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Travel Town’s
trains are showing
signs of wear and

teal' Couartesy of
W . Vic Gerendasy

LA’s Run-Down
Rail Collection
May Be on the
Road to Recovery

By GREG ERAXTON,
Times Staff Writér

ravel Town in Griffith Park,

an outdoor train museum and

final resting home for antique
locomotives, has been subjected to
some rough going over the years,

Many of the trains are displaying

signs of wear from the feet of thousands
of children and railroad buffs. The
cars have also been repeatedly
vandalized and many historical
decorations and artifacts have been
damaged or stolen,

Amid Travel Town's aging
trains, carpenter Albert Black
removes repeatedly broken
plexiglass window, replacing it
with wood to foil persistent
vandals, and examines trolley
car interior defaced by graffiti

CARLOS CHAVEZ / Loe Angeles Times

But Los Angeles Parks and
Recreation Department officials, who
run the city-owned facility, may be
getting ready to dosomething about
the deterioration. Next week, recreation

_commissioners will examiné a proposal

to build an indoor museum and another
planto provide security for the existing
outdoor facility.




The proposals, said Larry Reeder,
interim director of Travel Town, are
part of a long-term plan torestore
Travel Town, which opened in 1952
and moved to its present location near
the Los Angeles Zoo in 1965.

Dates Back to 1867

It has 17 locomotives on display,
ranging from a two-ton “saddleback”
to a 115-ton Southern Pacific engine.
The oldest of them is a steam engine
built in 1867,

“We want to provide a museum
which would give hands-on displays
for the children and give pertinent
information,” Reeder said.

But the interiors of the trains have
been so damaged by vandalism that
they have been closed to the public.
“There's been a citywide vandalism
going on in all the parks for geveral
years, and our trains have had an
ongoing deterioration from vandalism,"
Reeder said. :

A miniature steam traimthat travels
around the perimeter of Travel Town
has also been vandalized. The train’s
delicate mechanism was ruined when
gomeone poured a liquid into it, gaid
Ralph Peterson, whose Burbank firm
owns the miniature.

AVandais Kept Hitting It’

“People would just hop the fence,
use the bathroom and just wreck up
my ride and Travel Town,” Peterson
said. "Two full-gized train bells were
stolen once, also a full-sized train pump.
I had 1o sell one of the heautiful steam
engines Gerie Autry hatl giveli me
in 1979 as junk Jast week because
vandals just kept on hitting it.,"

However, vandalism has decreased
significantly since lights were installed
last June, Reeder said,

“The place isdightedtip, and park
rangers also pass by on their rounds,”
he said. "During the last thrée months,
there's been no sign of any breaking
]n.ll

Still, Reeder said, more needs to
be done to upgrade Travel Town,







